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CREEKSIDE IN SUMNER  
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION May 23, 2005 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Hello Neighbors, 
 
 The Board of Directors met on May 11th, for the two newly elected Directors 
to join the Board, and to elect Officers. Allan Avery will serve as President, (15405 
– 45th Ct St E; (253) 891-953; allan@creek-side.org); Tiffany Adamowski will 
serve as Vice President and Secretary, (15415 – 46th Ct St E; msg (253) 826-4836; 
tiffany@creek-side.org); and Phil Johnson will continue as Treasurer, (4612 – 
154th Ave; (253) 836-3730; phil@creek-side.org). Hereafter the Board will meet 
monthly, at 7:00 PM in the Sumner Library meeting room, on the third Thursday 
of the month: June 16, July 21, and August 18. (Fall dates to be announced.) We 
may also meet between those scheduled dates, as needed. The unscheduled 
meetings will be announced on our Web site, at least a day in advance. (Folks 
without Internet access, who want to be informed of those meetings, contact 
Tiffany.) Formal Board meetings are open to all owners. We will always include 
time for attendees to speak and participate in our discussion, limiting it if/as 
necessary for the Board to stay on track and finish the agenda. 
 
 OFFICIAL NEWSLETTERS: We intend to stay in regular contact with 
you all, to report what we’re doing and encourage your feedback. Besides being 
available to hear from you anytime, we will do so mainly via these hand-delivered 
newsletters, which will also be posted on our Web site. Look for newsletters 
bimonthly and more often when events warrant. Some communications, such as 
bills for payment of Assessments (dues), or written Notice of any All-Owners 
Special Meetings, may still be addressed and delivered by mail. However, because 
these newsletters will sometimes include official advisory information that serves 
as your required Notice on the subject, please read them in full.  
 
 OUR NEW WEB SITE: Please visit our new home on the Internet at 
www.creek-side.org. Coming soon to the Web site will be meeting minutes from 
our homeowners and board meetings; reference materials including the CC&Rs 
(the recorded document which is our Constitution) our new “Bylaws” (when 
written and adopted), links to official Plat Maps of our neighborhood (from the 
County Assessor’s Web site); links to City regulations that apply in the 
neighborhood; and more. We hope it will serve as a great resource for you. Contact 
Tiffany for information or with suggestions. 
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ASSESSMENT BILLS: The promised letters to individual Owners to 
collect all remaining unpaid Assessment (dues) amounts—the $250 Startup 
Assessment and the $120 first Annual Assessment—as outlined in the February 
Newsletter and as explained at the Annual Meeting in March, are prepared and will 
soon be personally distributed by Phil. On account of the poor financial records we 
received from Robinson Homes, we may have no record of some payments already 
made by some owners. In such case, please be prepared to provide evidence 
payment. While this is in progress, we are also assessing our projected expenses 
for the balance of the year and are developing a formal budget, which will be 
shared in a future newsletter.  
 
 LOCKING MAILBOXES: Following the inconclusive discussion at the 
March 31st Annual Meeting, and in view of our continuing mail theft experience 
and the growing popularity of identity theft, several groups of Creekside neighbors 
have gone ahead on their own, at their own shared expense, and obtained USPS 
approval to purchase and install a locking Cluster Box Unit (CBU) in place of their 
existing box shelter. We have also heard from homeowners throughout the 
neighborhood who want and need the security that a CBU provides for both 
incoming and outgoing mail, and home delivery of parcels. There is now no 
equitable way for the Association to assume responsibility or to fund CBUs for the 
remainder of the neighborhood. Consequently, in order to have the security of a 
CBU, the owners served by the existing box shelters will need to organize and 
proceed as the first groups have done. We will encourage, advise, and assist, with 
the knowledge generated by the pioneering groups, including how to organize, the 
USPS requirements and process, costs, etc. 
 
Some basic facts: Various configurations and sizes of CBUs are available, for 
different size groups, for around $120 or less per address, installed. (Consider: the 
annual rent for a comparable box at the Post Office is $136.) The group 
participants share this initial purchase and installation cost, are thereafter 
responsible for any maintenance and replacement. All addresses served by a 
given CBU must be in unbroken sequence. Participation in a CBU group is 
voluntary. An address that opts not to participate will retain its existing box on the 
same shelter beside the new CBU. (“Opt out” boxes cannot be relocated.) 
Thereafter, an “opt out” address, including any subsequent owner or occupant of 
that address, is permanently excluded from joining that or any other CBU; 
something to consider, when deciding what option is best for your resale values. 
Contact Phil or Allan for more information on CBUs. Others desiring locking 
security only for incoming mail may contact Tiffany for more information. In the 
meantime: Take all outgoing mail to the post office; empty your box promptly and 
always before nightfall; have the post office hold your mail when you’ll be away. 
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 RADIO TOWER INTERFERENCE: Although the impact of our 
next-door radio broadcast tower varies widely from house to house, as do our 
viewpoints about what/how we should be doing about it, it remains a serious 
situation that must be resolved. In response to early neighborhood lobbying efforts, 
the City—with the assistance of an independent radio engineer consultant they’ve 
engaged for advice—has been negotiating with the radio station and tower owner, 
with the goal of getting the tower relocated away from Creekside. The Board will 
continue to meet with City Officials to press our concern and monitor those efforts.  
 
As you know, early this year, the City conducted a mail survey of the tower’s 
impact to independently reconfirm our contentions. They also briefly investigated 
the possibility of retrofitting individual impacted homes to shield from the 
interference, and concluded that it is neither feasible nor cost effective. Thus, the 
goal is again to relocate the tower away, to a specific City-owned site to the north. 
City staff is now drafting a new, formal proposal to the station owner, which 
includes incentives, for City Council consideration. When specifics are known, and 
when a date for Council attention is set, we will announce it and encourage all 
homeowners to attend. In the meantime, we encourage you to attend regular 
Council meetings (7:00 PM, 1st & 3rd Mondays) to speak about the problem during 
the time the Council entertains general public comment.  
 

CREEKSIDE COMMITTEES: There are additional important issues for 
the neighborhood, which need to be discussed, researched, and attended to. 
Because the Board can’t (and shouldn’t) do it all alone, we are considering the 
formation of committees to help with one-time issues that arise, to help with 
special activities, and to help and advise the Board. Possible committee topics 
include: traffic, speed, and parking issues; other neighborhood compliance issues; 
assistance in drafting the Association Bylaws; Association budget and finance; 
capital projects; etc. Please contact a Board member and let us know where you’d 
like to volunteer. 
     

CITY PERMIT REQUIREMENTS: Before beginning any improvement 
project at your property, first contact the City to determine whether there is a 
Permit requirement. Some of the City regulations and Permit requirements were 
outlined in the February newsletter, and there are more. Permits are required for 
fence construction (which also must comply with our Association standards, stated 
in the CC&Rs); installation of any shed or other building over 120 square feet floor 
area; any construction within the required “set backs” from property lines; and 
replacement of trees in the “curb-to-sidewalk” grass strips; and other purposes.  
And remember: Any proposal that requires a Building Permit from the City also  
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must be submitted for advance review by our Architectural Review Committee 
(presently consisting of the three Board members) to assure that it complies with 
the CC&Rs. Please don’t launch a project that proves to be out of compliance with 
the requirements for the applicable Permit, and which, thus, leaves it to your 
neighbors and/or the Association to seek correction. 
 
SHORTS AND REMINDERS: 
 
• The back fences along East Valley Highway (EVH): The Association is 

responsible for maintaining the exterior finish on these fences on the lots that 
back onto EVH in Divisions 1 and 3. The Division 1 fences are badly weathered 
and need to be bleached before staining. The new Division 3 fences need to be 
stained before they weather excessively. We’re currently discussing ways to 
get it done and costs. We will contact these owners before we proceed. Until 
then, if you intend to refinish the inside of those fences, please contact Phil or 
Allan, in advance, so we can coordinate with you. 

 
• Mosquito control on the surface water detention pond: We have written to the 

City urgently asking that they treat the pond for mosquito suppression, in view 
of the risk of West Nile Virus. For the City, this is a bigger manpower and 
budget issue than dealing with us alone, because the City has more than 15 such 
ponds and will probably have to address all of them consistently. It may take 
them some time to respond. If the City declines, we may have to secure the 
necessary license and do it ourselves. 

 
• Speed; use of the streets and alleys; parking: We’ve had a couple of near 

accidents recently. Kids: PLEASE watch for cars when you’re on the street. 
Parents: Please reinforce this. All Drivers: Please slow down. The 25 MPH 
limit is unsafe in most of our neighborhood. Please drive no more than 
20 MPH; less in many “tight” spaces. No thru-traffic in the alleys; they’re only 
for the use of adjoining homes. And PLEASE: no parking across sidewalks; 
near corners, alleys, garage aprons, stop signs or mail shelters. (Parking fines 
start at $25 per offense.) 

 
• Maintenance of the “curb-to-sidewalk” grass strips: It is each owner’s 

individual responsibility to mow, water, and care for the trees and grass in 
those strips adjoining your property. Please keep this up, along with your 
private yard maintenance, for the sake of our neighborhood’s appearance. 
Note: If you have physical limitations that limit your capacity to maintain your 
yard, we may be able to find volunteer help; please contact us. 

 
That’s it for now. Please contact the Board with any questions or comments. 


